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Bodily Conscious Gurus 


Welcome to Issue 68 of Back To Prabhupada (BTP). 
1) ISKCON's official news agency, ISKCON News, 
has reported on a new initiative taken by ISKCON 
South Africa to enrol its leaders, including a 'good 
as God' GBC voted-in diksa guru HH Bhakti Caitanya 
Swami, in an “Inclusion and Belonging Program”: 

“The twenty-six attendees in this first installment 
of the program include the co-GBCs (Bhakti Caitanya 
Swami and Govardhana Das), National and Regional 
Secretaries, Temple Presidents, [...] other leaders and 
influential devotees.” (Emphasis added) 

The reason for this program is: 

"Due to our conditioned nature and influenced by 
our different racial, cultural, socio-economic back- 
grounds and genders, we sometimes fall short in our 
expression of Krishna consciousness, especially in our 





dealings with and acceptance of others." 

This a long-winded way of saying that ISKCON 
leaders need to learn that "we are not this body", be- 
cause their conditioned nature makes them express 
racist and other discriminatory attitudes. 

2) Reading this immediately rang a bell. Don't we 
learn something similar in ISKCON? Yes, on consult- 
ing Srila Prabhupada's Bhagavad-gita As It Is, which 
Srila Prabhupada calls a book "for the beginners: A- 
B-C-D of spiritual knowledge" (Lecture, 11/1/69), 
there it is right in the very beginning: We are not 
these bodies but spirit souls. Therefore, it is also stat- 
ed in the Bhagavad-gita that one is able to not dis- 
criminate on the basis of the body: 

"The humble sage, by virtue of true knowl- 
edge, sees with equal vision a learned and gentle 
brahmana, a cow, an elephant, a dog and a dog- 
eater [outcaste]." 

(Bg., 5.18) 

3) So, obviously | must have read the ISKCON 
announcement the wrong way round. Surely it was 
ISKCON's leaders who were teaching this program to 
those poor non-devotees who had yet to learn even 
the basics of Krsna consciousness from the Bhaga- 
vad-gita? Indeed, we are informed that the course is: 

“congruent with the teachings of Bhagavad-gita". 
But no, | had read it correctly the first time, and 


the course is actually being taught to ISKCON's lead- 
ers by non-devotees: 

“the program is led by an adjunct faculty of the pres- 
tigious Henley Business School. Both facilitators, Sharon 
Shakung and Louise Claassen [...]” 

It would appear that despite their lofty studies 
of "Sastra" and the books of the previous acaryas, 
and their supposedly deep philosophical insight, 
ISKCON's leaders have somehow failed to grasp this 
most basic teaching of the Bhagavad-gita. 

4) Hence, we have leaders who are supposedly 
amongst the most advanced devotees in ISKCON - in- 
cluding a ‘good as God’ guru—learning how one 
should see beyond one's body, from non-devotees! 
Whereas it is ISKCON that is supposed to be teaching 
the world about this! Yet these same leaders insist 
that we accept their authority and so-called learning 
when it comes to "Guru-tattva" and many other more 
advanced subjects. 

5) The program is promoted as helping to create: 

“an ISKCON culture and leadership that celebrates 
and protects diversity and inclusion’; “Openness to Dif- 
ference”, “Dignity and Respect [...] open, transparent 
communication"; “Engaging in behaviors of inclusion”. 

One may note the stark hypocrisy of ISKCON 
claiming to value such things, when its leadership 
has engaged in a concerted campaign for three dec- 
ades of banning, threats and violence against those 
who simply want to accept Srila Prabhupada as their 
diksa guru. 

ISKCON's leaders appear to now be open to ac- 
cepting that they have not fully grasped even the 
basics of Krsna consciousness, such that they have 
to even take learning regarding it from non-dev- 
otees. Hence, maybe now they can be open to ac- 
cepting that they may have also not grasped another 
very basic teaching given in the Bhagavad-gita: that 
the diksa guru is self-realised (Bg. 4.34), not a condi- 
tioned soul. And that for ISKCON, the diksa@ guru is 
Srila Prabhupada. 

Thank you and Hare Krsna. 

In Srila Prabhupada’s service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 


Ss": the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada from our 
material vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un- 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc- 
tions and standards given by Srila Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that Srila Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 


The Final Order—see back page to order your free copy. 


chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare 
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BTP Attacker Agrees with B7P 


He Ravindra Svarupa Dasa (“RSD”), a GBC 
voted-in guru, has previously physically at- 
tacked B7P distributors — please see video at: 
iskconirm.com/rsd-thus opposing BTP's 
message of promoting Srila Prabhupada as 
ISKCON's diks@ guru, rather than GBC voted-in 
gurus such as RSD. However, as we shall show, 
RSD is forced to admit that BTP's message has 
always been 100% correct! Quotes in shaded 
boxes are taken from RSD's personal website. 
All emphases added. 


Srila Prabhupada only 


“Each morning in ISKCON temples we 
pay homage to our Founder-Acarya Srila 
Prabhupada by singing $ri Guru-vandana l...] 
a Bengali song composed by Srila Narotta- 
ma dasa Thakura. In the hymn’s second stan- 
za, that great dcarya directs our attention to 
the words or speech (vakya) issuing from the 
guru’s lotus-like mouth (guru-mukha-padma) 
[...] we should make those words one (aikya) 
with our hearts and minds (citta). And, he goes 
on to say, we should allow no other desire or 
longing (4s4) to reside there.” 

RSD explains that every day, everyone in 
ISKCON temples exclusively worships Srila 
Prabhupada in guru-paja, and that during this 
prayer we are singing to Srila Prabhupada that 
we should have “no other desire” than to make 
his words one with our hearts and minds. This 
would mean that we should have no desire to 
take shelter of anyone, including the GBC gu- 
rus such as RSD, other than Srila Prabhupada. 


Giver of diksa 


“In the next stanza, Srila Narottama dasa 
Thakura spells out some consequences of our 
thus assimilating the words of the spiritual 
master. Those potent words then confer upon 
us the gift of spiritual sight (cakhu-dan). There- 
upon transcendent knowledge (divya-jAdn) il- 
luminates our hearts [...]” 

RSD explains that Srila Prabhupada gives 
us “divya jAan’”, and Srila Prabhupada in an ex- 
planation of this same stanza states that, as the 
giver of this divya-jhana, he is thus worshipped 
as the diksa guru: 

“Divya jhana hrde prokasito. What is 
that divya jnana? [...] This is divya jhana. 
Diksa. Diksa means from this divya jhana.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture,11/7/76) 

Hence, RSD admits that everyone worships 
Srila Prabhupada every morning as the spiritu- 





al master and diksd guru. 


Giver of diksa-2 


“Prabhupada took especial pains to bestow his 
vakya through the medium of written English 
and to publish those writings in book form. 
[...] He brought boxes of these books with him 
[...] for their eventual distribution and recep- 
tion worldwide. In this way, his guru-vakya it- 
self gave proof to its empowerment to spread 
over space and time.” 

RSD explains that Srila Prabhupada be- 
stowed his words upon us through his books, 
which are empowered to “spread over space 
and time”. RSD further emphasises that this 
spreading of Srila Prabhupada's words over 
"space and time" and our reading them itself 
constitutes the transmission of divya-jnana by 
Srila Prabhupada: 

“In the pages of the very first of these vol- 
umes we find one place that Srila Prabhupada 
most brilliantly elucidates for us the full pro- 
cess of nsmission of that divya-jna. 

he spells out the conditions necessary for the 
transmission to take place [...] Since our very 
real f thi lel aa ; 
in itself, an occasion of such transmission, the 
text is implicitly self-referential, and all the 
more powerful for that.” 

And, as already explained above, this 
transmission of divya-jfana by Srila Prabhu- 
pada is him giving us diksa: 

"Which explains the divya-jfana, 
transcendental, that is Diksa. Di, divya, 
diksanam. Diksa. So divya-jnana, transcen- 
dental knowledge..." 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 27/1/77) 





Thus, there is no barrier of "space and 
time" to Srila Prabhupada continuing to be 
everyone's diksd guru in ISKCON. 


Srila Prabhupada is current link 


“Long ago, Suta’s audience had been hearing 
Srimad-Bhagavatam; Srila Prabhupada’s au- 
dience now is reading it. [...] the parampara 





ide unbroken lineage of sages, both il- 

luminated and illuminating, is invoked implic- 

itly— ther linking Srila Prabhupada and his 
h ith Sita a wn." 


1) RSD makes it clear that we are today re- 
ceiving the real message of the Srimad-Bhaga- 
vatam from Srila Prabhupada via his transla- 
tion and commentary of the text. And, accord- 
ing to RSD's authority, the GBC, this will always 
be the case in ISKCON: 

“Whereas there is the need to bequeath 
to future generations of ISKCON a culture 





@ 


Ravindra Svariipa (left) 
Srila Prabhupada is ISKC 


of diligently reading Srila Prabhupada's 
books, so as to prevent speculations and 
concoctions". 

(GBC Resolutions 2020, 303.03) 

Thus, everyone in ISKCON will always be 
“Srila Prabhupada’s audience" for receiving 
the message of the Srimad-Bhagavatam from 
him. Which means that in ISKCON Srila Prabhu- 
pada will always be the current link in the par- 
ampara, from whom one receives the real mes- 
sage of the Srimad-Bhagavatam and takes in- 
itiation: 

"the message of Srimad-Bhagavatam is 
coming down by disciplic succession, and 
in order to receive the real message of Sri- 
mad-Bhagavatam one should approach the 
current link, or spiritual master in the chain 
of disciplic succession. After being initiated 
by the proper spiritual master in that chain 
of succession [...]" 

(SB, 2.9.7, purport) 

2) Indeed, RSD makes this same point by 
describing this act of reading Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s books as linking one to the “unbroken” 
parampara; meaning that Srila Prabhupada is 
our current link to the parampara. 





Conclusion 


In BTP we feature two types of statements 
from ISKCON's leaders: 

1) They correctly present Srila Prabhu- 
pada's teachings regarding guru-tattva and 
other matters, with no self-awareness that in 
practice they are deviating from them. 

2) They present statements which deviate 
from Srila Prabhupada's teachings. 

Above, since RSD makes it clear that Srila 
Prabhupada is ISKCON's only diksa@ guru and 
current link for ISKCON's duration, and as RSD 
has usurped Srila Prabhupada's position by 
acting as a GBC voted-in "successor" guru, this 
is a prime example of statement number 1)! 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be late] ey eva 
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Praghosa Dasa ("PD"), a GBC member who 
sits on various GBC committees, gave an im- 
portant interview that was titled “Is ISKCON in 
Peril?" and described as being about “the very 
future existence of Srila Prabhupada’s Move- 
ment”. All quotes in shaded boxes are taken 
from the answers he gave in this interview on 
18/11/2020. Emphases added. 


GBC gurus block Srila Prabhupada 


"we tend to insert ourselves into situations, 
looking for recognition, looking for promi- 
nence, looking for appreciation, [...] and to the 
degree that we do that, [...] we’re making it 
more difficult to establish Srila Prabhupada as 
the pre-eminent siksa guru in the lives of eve- 
ry single devotee in this movement." 

PD explains how the desire for recognition 

and appreciation comes in between devotees 
and Srila Prabhupada. PD then immediately 
continues that the GBC gurus are a specific ex- 
ample of this since they receive such apprecia- 
tion from their disciples: 
"And then in terms of specifics, | think one of 
the biggest challenges we face is the role of 
guru in our movement, because [...] they will 
have deep appreciation, respect, love, and all 
of those things for their diks@ guru [...]" 

Hence, to stop Srila Prabhupada being ob- 

scured in this way, PD strongly opposes any- 
one, including GBC gurus, publishing literature 
about themselves: 
“any of our devotees, not just gurus, although 
often it is gurus, [...] | don’t think that there 
should be any sort of autobiographical type 
books on the lives of devotees in our move- 
ment [...] because | just think it actually de- 
flects away from Srila Prabhupada.” 

One particular egregious example of such 
a book which deflects away from Srila Prabhu- 
pada, and which has been heavily promoted in 
ISKCON, is The Journey Home by GBC guru and 
GBC member HH Radhanath Swami. 

Given these problems, PD therefore ex- 
plains that it is essential that Srila Prabhupada 
be seen as being much more prominent than 
the GBC gurus by the disciples of the latter. 
"they [the disciples] have to also understand 
that [...] Srila Prabhupada is the moon, the full 
moon, and all other siksa gurus and diksd gu- 








rus, they are one of these little stars that are 
around that moon [...] so we have to get to 
a point where we, ideally everybody in the 
movement [...] have that understanding and 
that realization." 


The Problem Cannot 


PD then concludes that if these things are 
not done, then, in line with the title of this in- 
terview which relates to the very existence of 
ISKCON, he has a "big fear" for ISKCON's future. 


Keeping GBC gurus no solution 


Having identified the GBC gurus as be- 

ing a potential threat to ISKCON's future, PD 
explains that the GBC gurus are the problem 
because they become the "be all and end all" 
for their disciples, which automatically means 
Srila Prabhupada's position is eclipsed: 
"we cannot have, and this is the problem, we 
cannot have gurus taking such a significant 
role that they become the be all and end all in 
the lives of devotees." 

However, PD states that such a situation, 

where the disciple sees their GBC guru as eve- 
rything, is actually completely "natural": 
"it’s natural that devotees, second generation, 
third generation devotees, it’s natural that 
they will have deep appreciation, respect, love, 
and all of those things for their diks@ guru [...] 
So that in one sense is natural [...]" 

PD states this state of affairs is "natural" 
three times. It is natural because it is actually 
our philosophy that the diksa guru is indeed 
treated as everything or like God: 

“The murti of the spiritual master 
should be treated as good as the Deity [...] 
The guru should be treated as good as God. 
This is stated in all the sastras." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 29/1/76) 

Srila Prabhupada speaks here of the "spirit- 
ual master" and "guru" in general, and not the 
"Founder-Acarya", and thus in ISKCON there al- 
ready exist "murtis" of some of the GBC gurus, 
just as we have murtis of Srila Prabhupada. 

Hence, the problem PD identifies, of GBC 
gurus competing with and taking devotees’ 
attention away from Srila Prabhupada, is inte- 





gral to having successor diksa gurus. Because, 
as long as GBC gurus exist, it will always be 
"natural" for them to be the "be all and end all" 
for their disciples, and thereby be more prom- 
inent than Srila Prabhupada - since the philos- 
ophy demands it. 


"Pre-eminent" siksa guru no good 


PD also explains that just labelling Srila 
Prabhupada as being everyone's "siksa@ guru", 
no matter how "pre-eminent", will not solve 
the problem of the disciples of the GBC gu- 
rus not seeing Srila Prabhupada as much more 


prominent than their GBC guru: 


Only appointed rtviks, not diksa gurus 


Srila Prabhupada: 





"they [disciples of GBC gurus] have to also un- 
derstand that Srila Prabhupada, we say ‘pre- 
eminent siksd guru’, to some degree, now as 
I'm speaking, I’m thinking those words are not 
strong enough. Srila Prabhupada is just not 
another siksd guru, you know, we have many, 
many siksd@ gurus or we can have many, many 
Siks@ gurus, it’s not that Srila Prabhupada is 
one on a conveyor belt, absolutely not [...] 
pre-eminent siksd guru's not strong enough 
actually, it’s actually not strong enough of a 
term because the siksd guru refers to so many 
different people." 

Thus, Srila Prabhupada needs to be more 
than just a siksa guru. 








Diksa guru successors not ordered 


However, PD feels that these problems 
with the GBC gurus, and trying to solve them, 
are a "real challenge" because he believes the 
GBC gurus were specifically ordered by Srila 
Prabhupada, and thus must exist: 

"we face a real challenge here because on the 
one hand Srila Prabhupada said ‘We want hun- 
dreds and thousands of spiritual masters’ [...]" 

But Srila Prabhupada actually made the 
above statement in 1966 to those who were 
not his disciples, of whom none existed at the 
time in ISKCON: 

"So we require hundreds and thousands 











of spiritual masters who has understood 
this Krsna science and preach all over the 
world. That is the problem. Therefore we 
have formed this Society and we, we invite 
all sincere souls to take part in the Society 
and become a spiritual master, and preach 
this science all over the world." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 17/8/66) 

Thus, this was not an order for successor 
diks@ gurus, but an order for basic preacher gu- 
rus who act as simple siksa@ gurus, as proven by 








Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Be the Answer 


the facts that: 

1) Srila Prabhupada asks everyone to be- 
come spiritual masters in order to preach. 

2) If Srila Prabhupada was asking for diksa 
gurus in order to preach, then no preaching 
would have taken place in ISKCON for at least 
11 years, until Srila Prabhupada physically de- 
parted and it was even theoretically possible 
for successor diksd gurus to exist. But we know 
this is false, since many people did join ISKCON 
from 1966 onwards, who then did "preach all 
over the world", and none became diksd gurus, 
but they did become basic preachers or sim- 
ple siks@ gurus. 

Hence, the situation is not a 
lenge", since PD no longer needs to falsely be- 
lieve that Srila Prabhupada ordered "hundreds 
and thousands" of successor diksd gurus. 


"real chal- 


Only rtviks ordered 


Indeed, PD himself unwittingly proves 
that Srila Prabhupada's orders were for Srila 
Prabhupada to remain ISKCON's diksd@ guru, 
even after his uel departure, by stating: 
"devotees were ng these questions 
about Wha 





1d 0 Africa, so and so can ms i nda 
7 — 


KNOW, 2 Peed hen at the end of th 


rt ere? pnldayananile can <e that” 
When we actually read this reer con- 
versation PD references, here is what was said: 
Srila Prabhupada: "And... 
you divide who is nearest." [...] 
Tamala Krsna: "Actually they are initiat- 


Five, six men, 





ing the person on Your Divine Grace's be- 
half. [...] But all these persons are still your 
disciples. Anybody who gives initiation is 
doing so on your behalf." 
Srila Prabhupada: "Yes. [... 
down these names. [.. 








] You can note 
.] And Hridayananda." 

Tamala Krsna: "Oh, yeah. South America." 
(Room conversation, 7/7/77) 

Thus, as PD correctly states, Srila Prabhu- 
pada was "nonchalant" about it because he 
was only appointing representatives or "rtviks", 
who would initiate disciples on Srila Prabhu- 
pada's behalf, and make them Srila Prabhu- 
pada's disciples. Srila Prabhupada was there- 





attend ee ini j 


fore not appointing or authorising any succes- 
sor diksa gurus, but rather ensuring that he re- 
mained the diksa guru of ISKCON. 

lronically, this understanding that Srila 
Prabhupada alone remains the diksa@ guru of 
ISKCON was also put forward by PD, again 
unwittingly, when as the GBC for the UK, he 
endorsed the "Vision Statement" put out by 
ISKCON UK in 2013. That vision statement de- 
clared that the term “Guru” in "Guru, Sadhu 
and Sdstra" refers to Srila Prabhupada, which 
Srila Prabhupada states is the diksa guru one 
approaches for initiation. The evidence for this, 
which was documented in B7P 41, can be read 
here: www.iskconirm.com/pd 

Thus, PD has to agree, via his own state- 
ments, that the GBC gurus are not necessary in 
ISKCON, and thus their existence is not a chal- 
lenge, as they do not have to exist. 


The only solution 


If we summarise all of PD's conclusions, we 
will see that he fully agrees with the IRM: 

a) GBC gurus are a major problem since 
they block access to Srila Prabhupada and 
eclipse his position. 

b) This problem is fundamental to their 
very existence. 

c) Promoting Srila Prabhupada as a Siksa 
guru is not enough. 

d) Srila Prabhupada's final "nonchalant" or- 
der was for rtviks. 

It therefore follows, using these conclu- 
sions, that: 

1) The problem of the GBC gurus eclipsing 
Srila Prabhupada can only be solved by elimi- 
nating them, since the problem is fundamen- 
tal to their very existence. 

2) Srila Prabhupada's position needs to 
be elevated to the position he had when he 
founded ISKCON, which is as diksa@ guru, rath- 
er than be relegated to only being a siksa guru. 

3) This solution can be implemented be- 
cause this is what Srila Prabhupada actually 
ordered -rtviks who would initiate on his be- 
half - while not ordering successor diksd gurus. 

PD suggests that to counteract the GBC 
gurus, a presentation about Srila Prabhupada 
must be made at every initiation ceremony that 
takes place in ISKCON: 

"you put together a presentation and that be- 
comes a travelling road ones ed ey could 




















whatever, at every initiation ceremony in 
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Srila Prabhupada: T The only. 
answer to ISKCON's guru problems 


ing initiation fro 
This is a wonderful suggestion, because if 
PD stays true to his own words then this pres- 
entation will contain the following conclusion: 
Srila Prabhupada is your diksa guru and 
these initiators are just acting as rtviks initiating 
you on behalf of Srila Prabhupada. 


Conclusion 


In proposing his SU PD states: 





He also Sac omeases the radical nature of 
his presentation: 





Therefore, PD, if he studies this article and 
all the other evidence presented by the IRM 
"threadbare", can indeed be bold by present- 
ing the conclusions mentioned above. Be- 
cause he himself has shown that trying to "re- 
form" or "adjust" the GBC successor diksa guru 
system, or call Srila Prabhupada only the siksa 
guru, cannot work, since the GBC gurus them- 
selves are the problem. And thus, the prob- 
lem cannot, by definition, also be part of the 
answer. Which means the problem itself, the 
GBC gurus, must be eliminated, and only the 
answer, Srila Prabhupada, can be the answer. 
An answer which is given by Srila Prabhupada, 
and unwittingly by PD himself. And that is to 
restore Srila Prabhupada to his original posi- 
tion as ISKCON's diksda guru, and thus eliminate 
the problematic and unauthorised GBC "suc- 
cessor" diksd gurus once and for all. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 















Prominent ISKCON “scholar” and GBC-author- 
ised guru HH Hridayananda Dasa Goswami 
("HD") has posted a paper on his website, ti- 
tled "Understanding Prabhupada". The quotes 
in the shaded boxes below are from this paper. 
All emphases added. 

In his paper, HD also quotes from an ear- 
lier paper that was authored by GBC voted-in 
guru Drutakarma Dasa ("DK") on behalf of a 
GBC-appointed "Hermeneutic" Committee of 
which HD was also a member. Henceforward, 
we shall refer to this earlier paper quoted by 
HD as "HP" for the Hermeneutic Committee 
Paper. In the HP answers are given to specific 
questions asked by the GBC regarding how fol- 
lowers of Srila Prabhupada should understand 
Srila Prabhupada's statements, because an aim 
of the committee was to discern: 





It is concluded that unless one can first find 
“direct sdstric support” for every statement 
Srila Prabhupada makes in his purports which 
is deemed to be on a “worldly” topic, those 
statements cannot be accepted as “authorita- 
tive”. HD further adds that since Lord Krsna did 
not write Srila Prabhupada's books, we cannot 
accept that Srila Prabhupada's statements in 
his purports on "worldly" or material subjects 
must be free from mistakes: 

lair sna directly 
ee 
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Challenging the Authority 





The HP then goes on to offer reasons as to 
why they believe Srila Prabhupada was mis- 
taken in his understanding of the Fifth Can- 
to. Thus, in the quote above, the HP first ref- 


erences their earlier statement regarding Srila 
Prabhupada's purports on "worldly topics" as 
"mistakes in details of material affairs", and 
then adds that even Srila Prabhupada's pur- 
ports on sastric topics can also be mistaken. 

Thus, in conclusion, statements in Srila 
Prabhupada's books and purports which deal 
with both "worldly" and "sastric" subjects can 
be considered to not be authoritative, and 
rather can be "mistakes", if they are not sup- 
ported by what the HP considers to be "direct 
sastric support". 


Mr. Hypocrite 


One cannot help but be amused that HD 
is party to this challenge of Srila Prabhupada’s 
purports, demanding that they be substantiat- 
ed with “direct sastric support”. Because, as we 
covered in BTP 51, in “The Unauthorised Can- 
tos”, it was some of HD’s own purports to his 
translation of the 11th Canto of the Srimad- 
Bhagavatam which were so nonsensical, that 
they later had to be deleted! 

Maybe he should have found “direct sastric 
support” for his statements before daring to 
challenge Srila Prabhupada's purports. That ar- 
ticle can be read here: iskconirm.com/btp51 


Not authorised to challenge 


HD attempts to justify the need to "con- 
firm" Srila Prabhupada's words against sastra 
by invoking "guru, sa@dhu and sdastra", and 
claiming that is how we must "understand" 
Bul SA cee 





But, in statin this, he hae aay ex- 
plained why such "testing" should not be 
done. For he states that such testing is only to 
be done in order to confirm ifthe guru is bona 
fide. However, in ISKCON Srila Prabhupada is 
already accepted by everyone as a bona fide 





ISKCON gurus Drutakarma and Hridayananda: 
"Srila Prabhupada was mistaken" 


spiritual master and Acarya, and Srila Prabhu- 
pada has not taught that the bona fide spiritu- 
al master must have every statement he makes 
continually tested by his disciples to see if it is 
"confirmed" by sdstra. Rather, after accepting 
the bona fide spiritual master, one must fully 
surrender to his every word without question: 

“Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu says that 
"| accept the order of My spiritual master 


in toto, without any interpretation, without 
any argument, without any understandin ng. 





acceptance of spiritual master. [. ie You can- 


not argue.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 8/2/67) 

Note, this refers only to one who is an au- 
thorised, bona fide guru, such as Srila Prabhu- 
pada. Unauthorised GBC gurus are not bona 
fide to begin with. 


The purports are authoritative 


Srila Prabhupada described his purports as 
being completely bona fide: 

Srila Prabhupada: "Sometimes | become 
surprised how | have written this. Although | 
am the writer, still sometimes | am surprised 
how these things have come. Such vivid de- 
scription. Where is such literature through- 
out the whole world? It is all Krsna's mercy. 


Every line is perfect." 
Tamala Krsna: "The purports are as nice 


as the slokas." 
Srila Prabhupada: "It is explained in this 


(Conversation, 28/6/77) 

"Regarding preaching work: If you sim- 
ply reproduce verbatim the purports which 
I have given in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
and chant Hare Krishna with ecstasy, that 
will be sufficient for your preaching work, 





and as you do it seriously and sincerely, 
Krishna gives you more and more strength" 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 10/6/68) 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 





www.iskconirm.com 





Thus, Srila Prabhupada always speaks 
of his books and purports as one integral 
and complete bona fide entity. Hence, Srila 
Prabhupada never stated: 

1) That some lines of his purports are au- 
thoritative, and others are not. ; 

2) And that therefore his disciples should 
critically analyse each statement of his pur- 
ports to see which ones are “directly support- 
ed by sastra” and then only declare those as 
being authoritative and consider that the oth- 
er statements could be "mistakes". 


Anything "unpopular" challenged 


The HP also states that any statement from 
Srila Prabhupada which is "non-siddhanta", can 
be challenged by a follower of Srila Prabhu- 
pada where it is "socially unacceptable" and 
"unpopular": 

"GBC: How should Prabhupada's followers un- 
derstand and apply his statements that are 
largely socially unacceptable? 

DK: [...] ISKCON members may respectful- 
ly question the utility of Prabhupada's non- 
siddhanta statements that disturb the modern 
world. [...] Here is a statement about women, 
made by Srila Prabhupada, that was unpopular 
when he made it, and would be unpopular to- 
day: ‘Where is woman philosopher, mathema- 
tician, scientist? Not a single [one].’ [Morning 
walk Bombay, Jan 9, 1977] 

If a member of ISKCON were questioned about 
this particular statement, it would be best to 
concede that Srila Prabhupada was mistaken. 








Issue 68 Vol. 1, 2021 » Back To Prabhupada + Page “ARM. 


of Srila Prabhupada’s Books 


"great" women philosophers, etc., in the sense 
that Srila Prabhupada meant, and that there- 
fore he was definitely mistaken. Thus, rather 
than considering what may "disturb the mod- 
ern world", which itself continually changes, 
one should try to use one's intelligence to de- 
fend Srila Prabhupada instead of being quick 
to accept that Srila Prabhupada made a mis- 
take. 


Srila Prabhupada conditioned 


"DK: Srila Prabhupada’s views were certain- 
ly not completely dictated by his cultural and 
historical context. [...] Srila Prabhupada’s... 
core values and understandings were those of 
a pure devotee of Krishna.” 

Consistent with the earlier statements that 
Srila Prabhupada's scriptural writings are not 
completely authoritative and free from mis- 
takes, the HP now gives an "explanation" for 
why this would be the case. It states that: 

a) Only Srila Prabhupada's "core" values 
and understandings were those of a pure dev- 
otee of Krsna. 

b) His views were "not completely dictat- 
ed" by his "cultural" context, meaning that 
some of his views were "dictated" by his cul- 
tural context. 

But to claim that Srila Prabhupada was 
even partially materially influenced is untrue, 
for a pure devotee is always above material in- 
fluences: 


“A pure devotee, [...] is always above 


material conditioning and is always liber- 





There are many women scientists, mathemati- 
cians, and philosophers." 

However, if one actually reads Srila Prabhu- 
pada's statements in full, then one can under- 
stand the statement in context. And doing that 
here will enable one to not have to "concede" 
that Srila Prabhupada was "mistaken": 

"Where is woman philosopher, mathe- 
matician, scientist? Not a single. [...] How 
they can have equal rights? Up to date in 


ated.” 
(SB, 4.29.65, purport) 


Time, place, circumstance 


"DK: In chapter 6 of NOD, Rupa Gosvami and 
Prabhupada distinguish between the unvary- 
ing basic principles of bhakti, and variable de- 
tails that can be adjusted according to time, 
place, and circumstances. In his purport to SBh 
4.8.54, and elsewhere, Prabhupada strongly 











the history there is not a single woman who 
is a great scientist or great philosopher or 


urges that we adjust details according to time, 
place, and circumstances. He did not claim 





great..." 
(Srila Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 9/1/77) 


Srila Prabhupada goes on to explain that 
he was referring to a “great scientist” or “great 
philosopher”, etc., and only up until that time 
in January 1977-“up to date in the history”. 
And, since Srila Prabhupada does not reveal 
here exactly what he means by "great", one 
cannot claim that there did exist before 1977, 


that only he could or should make such ad- 
justments.” 

In an attempt to continue to under- 
mine Srila Prabhupada's authority, the HP 
also claims that the details of bhakti can be 
changed according to time, place and circum- 





stances, presumably by anyone, since they 
claim Srila Prabhupada did not state that only 
he could make such changes. They cite the 


‘te £ 


Srila Prabhupada: 
Always above material conditioning 





purport to SB 4.8.54. However, the purport 
they cite specifically speaks of @caryas, such 
as Srila Prabhupada, making changes: 

"One has to consider the particular time, 
country and conveniences. [...] Those who 
are not actually in the line of Gcaryas, or 
who personally have no knowledge of how 
to act in the role of dcarya, unnecessarily 
criticize the activities of the ISKCON move- 
ment [...]" 

(SB, 4.8.54, purport) 

Given this, one would need a statement 
from Srila Prabhupada that those who are 
not the Acarya can change the details of the 
practices involved in bhakti which he has giv- 
en —but neither HD nor the HP present such a 
statement. 


Conclusion 


Unfortunately, there is nothing new in 
some disciples of Srila Prabhupada seeing 
"mistakes" in his books. Srila Prabhupada had 
addressed the situation when it happened 
during his physical presence as follows: 

Radha-vallabha: "He thinks, "If | think | 
see a mistake, what should | think?" I'll tell him 
what you just said." 

Srila Prabhupada: "He cannot see mis- 
take. He is mistake." 

(Room Conversation, 27/2/77) 

By and large the rank and file in ISKCON 
still consider all the words in Srila Prabhu- 
pada's books to be totally authoritative, having 
been directly guided by Lord Krsna, with Srila 
Prabhupada acting as his pure instrument. It is 
regrettable that some of their own leaders may 
not fully share this sentiment. 

However, regardless of what anyone in 
ISKCON may think, rest assured that the IRM 
will always fight to defend Srila Prabhupada 
and his authority in all circumstances. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 














ARM. Page 8 « Issue 68 « Vol. 1, 2021 - Back To Prabhupada 


The real and the false ISKCON 


“Hare Krsna, 

lam a new devotee living in France. | read 
a lot of articles on your website (www.isk- 
conirm.com). Thank you very much for all your 
nice articles. | decided | will not go to ISKCON 
temples. Prabhupada is my eternal spiritual 
master and no one else. | don't care if | have 
to stay alone in my room. If | have the books 
of His Divine Grace then everything is perfect. 
Thank you very much for your love for truth. 
| would love to preach Krishna consciousness 
to everyone. 

| already distributed books of Srila Prabhu- 
pada, but it is very strange... Prabhupada talks 
about ISKCON in his Divine Books, and he 
says that it is wonderful, he speaks about the 
nice program that is being followed in every 
temple, etc. But now in 2020, if people write 
"ISKCON" on the internet they find so many 
horrible things or bogus gurus. | am very very 
enthusiastic to do something. 

Your servant,” 

- Jad El-Halabi, St. Etienne, France 

Editor replies: 

1) Srila Prabhupada is describing the bona 
fide ISKCON which he founded. This move- 
ment accepted him as its only guru and au- 
thority, and followed his orders. 

2) Unfortunately, after Srila Prabhupada's 
physical departure, the movement adopted 
a completely different course, and beginning 
with replacing Srila Prabhupada as ISKCON's 
diksa guru with numerous other gurus, it be- 
came a completely different movement. In the 
following two articles, we present just a very 
brief summary of how the current movement 
calling itself "ISKCON" is entirely different from 
the ISKCON movement Srila Prabhupada es- 
tablished: 

www.iskconirm.com/mission 

www.iskconirm.com/sahajiya 

3) You raise a very important point when 
you state: 

"Prabhupada talks about ISKCON in his Di- 
vine Books, and he says that it is wonderful, he 
speaks about the nice program that is being 
followed in every temple, etc." 

This means that people will read the books 
and be directed to join the current ISKCON 
movement which is deviating in his name. 
Therefore, simply distributing Srila Prabhu- 
pada's books without also informing devotees 
about the reality of the current movement 
masquerading as ISKCON will lead devotees to 


BTP Interactive 


not only get misled, but also lose faith in Srila 
Prabhupada and his books, since it is suppos- 
edly he who after all is promoting this false de- 
viated movement in his books. 

The IRM has taken up this task of making 
the reality of the current ISKCON known to the 
devotees so that they will not get misled. 


Clearing up 30+ years of doubt 


“PAMHO. AGT Srila Prabhupada. 

I've been following you for a while, or let's 
say I've known the situation for over 30 years 
already. | received initiation into the ISKCON 
but still, despite everything, | have been carry- 
ing on this doubt for more than 30 years that 
are our current gurus really authorized to ini- 
tiate on their own? And in any case | have al- 
ways been a bit confused about it. So | kindly 
ask you as | will have to go around, who is in 
charge of giving initiation? 

Sy 
- Vijaya Murti Dasa, Dueville, Italy 

Editor replies: 

You are correct to have a doubt regarding 
the authority of the GBC gurus to initiate. The 
facts are that: 

1) Srila Prabhupada established that he 
alone would be the diksd guru for ISKCON. The 
proof for this is given in many places, includ- 
ing our book: Srila Prabhupdda - The Founder- 
Acarya of ISKCON: Presenting the Conclusions 
of the GBC Foundational Document. This doc- 
ument, along with the ISKCON Leaders Spe- 
cial Issue, is particularly effective in establish- 
ing that Srila Prabhupada, and not the current 
GBC gurus, should be the diksa guru in ISKCON 
as they are based entirely on using statements 
from the GBC gurus and other ISKCON leaders! 

2) Hence, Srila Prabhupada never author- 
ised anyone else to take his position as the 
diksd guru for ISKCON. 


Who will continue the parampara? 


“The parampard cannot stop at Prabhu- 
pada like IRM believes. 

Bhaktisiddhanta Maharaja was as per- 
fect as we can be in this world but with him, 
we had 64 japa rounds a day and no wom- 
en in the temples nor any direct initiation for 
them, to my knowledge anyway. Impossible 
under these conditions to spread Krsna Con- 
sciousness in the world. Prabhupada changed 
all that. He did not betray his guru or "took his 
place". As far as | know, Bhaktisiddhanta is al- 
ways in the parampara like the others. They 


Srila Prabhupada: Continues the 
parampara as ISKCON's Acarya 





were not ejected! 

And the parampara must continue other- 
wise we will have girls who will not even read 
and write if we follow the program of Prabhu- 
pada on this point. Unacceptable! 

So anew Gcarya will continue because only 
he can do that and he will not betray Prabhu- 
pada any more than he himself betrayed Bhak- 
tisiddhanta Maharaja even if he changed some 
things. Is it so hard to understand that?!!!???” 

- Prahlada Nrsimha Dasa, Terrasson, France 

Editor replies: 

1) It is Srila Prabhupada, not the IRM, who 
has stated that he is the Acarya of ISKCON. 
This fact is not disputed even by the GBC! Srila 
Prabhupada stated that he alone will be the 
Founder and Acarya for ISKCON: 

“our system is to keep the name of 
the Founder-Acarya His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada on all 
registration documents, as well as all sta- 
tionery, books, and publications.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 13/11/74) 

His position as the “Founder-Acarya” desig- 
nates that he is both the Founder and Acarya 
of ISKCON: 

“lam registered immigrant as Founder 
and Acharya of the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness, Incorporated.” 
(A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, Mayapur-Vrindaban 
Trust Fund Agreement, MVTF Agreement, 7/71) 

2) Hence, there is no question that a “new 
Acarya will continue” in ISKCON, since Srila 
Prabhupada has ordered that he alone will oc- 
cupy this position. 

3) Nor does the IRM claim that Srila 
Prabhupada remaining as the Acarya of 
ISKCON will "stop" the "parampara". Rather, 
the parampara continues with Srila Prabhu- 
pada as the current link in the parampara for 
all those who join ISKCON. 

4) Nor does the IRM claim that Srila Bhak- 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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tisiddhanta was "ejected" from the parampara. 

5) It is also completely false to claim that 
we will have "girls who will not even read and 
write if we follow the program of Prabhupada 
on this point". Srila Prabhupada wanted girls 
to learn to read and write, the same as boys: 

"All the children should learn to read 
and write very nicely, and a little mathe- 
matics, so that they will be able to read our 
books. [...] There is no question of academ- 
ic education for either boys or girls - simply 
a little mathematics and being able to read 
and write well, that's all, no universities. 
[...] Alongside the regular classes in read- 
ing and writing, the other routine programs 
they should also participate in, like arati, 
kirtana, preaching, Sankirtana, like that." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 16/2/72, emphases 
added as are all emphases in Interactive) 

6) So Srila Prabhupada did not authorise 
a new Acarya for ISKCON, nor did he stop the 
parampara, nor did he forbid girls to read and 
write. Is it so hard to understand that?!!!? 








Veganism 


“Hare Krishna, 

Can vegans practice Krishna Conscious- 
ness or is it a requirement to be a vegetarian?” 
- J. Bottger, Gloucester, UK 

Editor replies: 

To become Srila Prabhupada’s disciple, 
the minimum compulsory requirements are 
to follow 4 regulative principles and chant 16 
rounds: 

“Who is my disciple? First of all let him 
follow strictly the disciplined rules. [...] 
Then he is all right.” 

(Srila Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 13/6/76) 

"lam very happy to accept you as my 
disciple [...] now please continue to follow 
strictly the four regulative principles of no 
eating of meat, fish or eggs, no taking of in- 
toxicants including coffee, tea and tobacco, 
no illicit sex-life, and no gambling. Be sure 
to always chant daily your sixteen rounds 
on your beads, and be happy in Krishna 
Consciousness.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 25/4/70) 

So in theory any vegan can follow these 
disciplined rules of no eating of meat, fish or 
eggs, no illicit sex, no gambling and no intoxi- 
cation, and chanting 16 rounds. 

However, drinking cow milk is also highly 
recommended: 

Srila Prabhupada: “The cow produc- 


es miracle food, milk. So if you want to have 
good brain, then you have to take milk.” 

Guest (2): “Good brain?” 

Srila Prabhupada: “If you don't want to 
remain dull, then you have to take milk.” 

Guest (2): “Milk.” 

Srila Prabhupada: “Therefore cow protec- 
tion is necessary. [...] unless we have got suf- 
ficient milk supply, you cannot have nour- 
ishing food and you cannot develop good 
brain. Therefore it is necessary.” 

(Room Conversation, 23/9/71) 


























GGS - only genuine disciple? 


“My respectful respects, all glory to Srila 
Prabhupada. 

Srila Prabhupada is glorious indeed since 
he is located beyond birth and death, but he 
is not the only one who has come to preach. 
Gour Govinda M., his only genuine disciple, to 
my knowledge, was a genuine spiritual master. 

Haribol,” 

- Haladhara Dasa, Paris, France 

Editor replies: 

You have offered your opinion regarding 
what you believe about HH Gour (Gaura) Go- 
vinda Swami (“GGS”). However, we only con- 
cern ourselves with facts. So let us examine the 
facts. 

1) You claim that GGS is Srila Prabhupada's 
"only genuine disciple". This is a false claim, 
since we know from Srila Prabhupada that he 
considered Jayananda Prabhu a genuine disci- 
ple: 

“Jayananda's death is glorious. It is 
very good that he had stated, what is the 
use of such a useless body, better to give it 
up. He has left his body very wonderfully, 
and he has been transferred to Vaikuntha. 
I have already sent a condolence letter for 
publication in Back To Godhead. Everyone 
should follow the example of Jayananda. | 
am very proud that I had such a nice disci- 
ple. If possible Jayananda's picture should 
be hung in the ratha of Lord Jagannatha, 
and in all of our temples a day may be set 
aside for holding a festival in his honor, just 
as we do on the disappearance day of the 
other great Vaisnavas.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 11/5/77) 

2) If you look under “Gaura Govinda Swa- 
mi” in the section titled “Replies to Gurus 
& GBCs” on the IRM homepage (www.isk- 
conirm.com), you will see that we compare 
the teachings of Srila Prabhupada and GGS, 


ae oN 
ae ei a 


ve aa al i 
Srila Prabhupada: Following 
his rules makes you his disciple 





and find that they are not the same in many 
respects. Below we give just one example, 
but one can find many more in the aforemen- 
tioned section. GGS claimed that: 

“Physical contact is required. You must 
hear directly, not just by listening to tapes. 
Sabda-brahma will never descend through 
a tape. One must hear from a physically pre- 
sent Sri Guru.” 

(GGS, ‘Q&A’, The Worship of Sri Guru, Chapter 3) 

But this directly contradicts Srila Prabhu- 
pada who gave second (Gayatri) initiations 
through tape recordings, as well as many of 
his statements such as: 

“| have prepared some Tape record of 
my personal Kirtana. When one of this Tape 
record was played the audience became 
practically charmed by that [...] So | am 
confident of the statement of Srila Harida- 
sa Thakura that the transcendental sound 
of Lord Caitanya’s Harinama can do good 
even to the birds and the beasts.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 4/2/66) 

A genuine disciple would not have teach- 
ings that differ at all from his guru, since: 

“Any opinion different from the opinion 
of the spiritual master is useless." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 12.9, purport) 

3) In regards to your claim that GGS was a 
genuine spiritual master, we can note that GGS 
only became a spiritual master by getting au- 
thorisation at the height of the bogus zonal- 
dcarya system in 1985 from the GBC body: 

“3. Gaura Govinda Swami is empowered to 
begin giving Diksa initiations, pending the ap- 
proval of a 3-man committee appointed by the 
GBC Body.” 

(GBC Resolutions 1985) 

Since you have claimed that GGS was Srila 
Prabhupada's only genuine disciple, then it 
would mean that according to you he only be- 
came a spiritual master by being authorised 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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by GBC members who were non-genuine dis- 
ciples of Srila Prabhupada. Therefore, by your 
own argument, GGS could not have been a 
genuine spiritual master, since his authority 
to be a spiritual master came from those who 
were non-genuine. 

4) Further, this also proves that GGS only 
became a spiritual master, not because of Srila 
Prabhupada’s order, but the order of the GBC 
as clearly documented above. However, Srila 
Prabhupada did not order the GBC to authorise 
successor diks@ gurus, because Srila Prabhu- 
pada did not authorise his replacement as the 
diksa@ guru of ISKCON. Therefore, GGS became 
a spiritual master unauthorisedly. 


"Celebrity" preachers 


“Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. Where are all the 
“Celebrity” ISKCON preachers during this pan- 
demic? We see Christian Preachers talking hell- 
fire and brimstone, keeping their congrega- 
tions inspired to love Jesus. But where are all 
of ISKCON’s financially wealthy Swamis? Not 
a word, not a peep of public preaching so as 
to give hope to others. Locked up in paradise- 
like countries such as New Zealand preaching 
to their “circle of trust”, donors, collectors and 
slaves about “Social Inclusion” for gay mar- 
riage, feminism, and all the so-called societal 
politically correct Marxist training rubbish tak- 
ing us all to hell. Srila Prabhupada never ever 
went on either side of the railway track, he was 
always straight down the line in Truth “As It Is”! 

Something the current crop of “celebri- 
ties” have always been and are still hell bent 
on changing. 

Your servant,” 

- Kirma Dasa (not the chef) from locked Mel- 


bourne, Australia 


"We should follow only Srila Prabhupada 
and we must have full faith in his teachings. 
Physical presence is immaterial. Hare Krishna." 
- Sridham Dasa, New Delhi, India 


Nonsense Corner 


This is a column in which we answer arti- 
cles or statements which have been forward- 
ed to us by our readers for rebutting. Below are 
some statements which attack the position of 
the IRM, whose followers are labelled as “Rt- 
viks", and our response to the statements is in- 
terspersed in coloured text below. 

"Rtviks harden devotees' hearts to such a 
degree that they cannot see who is a guru. A 
philosophy that produces so much criticism of 
others must be viewed with suspicion, since 
criticism has nothing to do with vaisnavism. If 
you have to base a philosophy upon criticiz- 
ing devotees to win converts, obviously that 
philosophy is not Krsna conscious. The Back 
To Prabhupdda magazine, the main preach- 
ing arm of the Rtvik movement, is grounded 
in criticism." 

1) In order to make just the above short 
statement, one has engaged in criticism: "hard- 
en hearts"; "nothing to do with vaisnavism", 
"not Krsna conscious". 

Therefore, engaging in criticism to try to 
show that criticism is wrong has simply led to 
being self-defeated. 

2) Further, the above criticisms of Back To 
Prabhupdda are not even correct. Srila Prabhu- 
pada was similarly criticised for engaging in 
criticism of false gurus: 

"So this is our one of the item, to van- 
quish all these rascals, so-called svamis. 
They say that “Why you criticize others 
also?” Because we have to vanquish them. 
Now these people cannot rise." 

(Srila Prabhupada, Morning walk, 1/5/74) 

Therefore, criticism of false gurus is en- 
couraged by Srila Prabhupada. Hence, what is 
relevant is not whether one is criticising, but if 
that criticism is correct. Tellingly, because one 
is unable to refute that B7P's criticism is cor- 
rect, one has to take shelter in only complain- 
ing that one should not criticise per se. 

3) Therefore, the criticism is not "pro- 
duced" by Back To Prabhupdda. The criticism is 
produced due to ISKCON leaders deviating. If 
they did not deviate, there would be nothing 
to report or criticise. If ISKCON's leaders simply 
followed Srila Prabhupada strictly, then BTP in 
its current form would cease to exist. 





4) In addition, B7P is full of appreciation of 
Srila Prabhupada — indeed criticism of his diksa 
guru competitors is presented in the context 
of appreciating the need to stick only with 
Srila Prabhupada. 

“despite the fact that he said that one who 
says that guru only means Siksd guru is foolish, 
one should not perpetually remain a student, 
and what will please me most is when all my 
disciples become guru”. 

In respect of these three statements above, 
claimed as “evidence” that Srila Prabhupada is- 
sued a diksd guru replacement order, here is 
what Srila Prabhupada actually stated in each 
claimed case: 

1) “one who says that guru only means 
Siks@ guru is foolish”: 

“Sometimes a caste guru says that ye 
krsna-tattva-vetta, sei guru haya means 
that one who is not a brahmana may be- 
come a Siksa-guru or a vartma-pradarsaka- 
guru but not an initiator guru. According 
to such caste gurus, birth and family ties 
are considered foremost. However, the he- 
reditary consideration is not acceptable to 
Vaisnavas. The word guru is equally appli- 
cable to the vartma-pradarsaka-guru, siksa- 
guru and diksa-guru”. 

(Cc., 8.128, purport) 

There is no dispute that the word “guru” in 
the verse “ye krsna-tattva-vettd, sei guru haya” 
can also apply to diksd@ guru. But that is not ev- 
idence that Srila Prabhupada stated he would 
renounce acting as ISKCON’s diksa guru. 

2) “one should not perpetually remain a 
student”: 

“Yes, one should remain perpetually a 
student, but he has to act as guru. That is 
the mission of Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 10/12/76) 

a) Displaying gross ignorance, we see that 
the claimed “quote” states the exact opposite 
of what Srila Prabhupada actually states. Srila 
Prabhupada states that: “Yes, one should re- 
main perpetually a student”, rather than “one 
should not perpetually remain a student". 

b) Srila Prabhupada does state that one 
has to "act as guru", but since Srila Prabhu- 
pada has not also stated that such gurus will 
replace him as ISKCON's diksd@ guru, then it 
cannot be an order for replacement diksa@ gu- 
rus, and Srila Prabhupada will still continue as 
ISKCON's Acarya and diks@ guru. 

3) “what will please me most is when all 
my disciples become guru." 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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B TP Interactive (continued) 


a) If one types in the phrase "all my dis- 
ciples become guru", one will not find any 
such quote appearing in the Srila Prabhupada 
"Vedabase". 

b) We can note that even the GBC does not 
accept that "all" of Srila Prabhupada's disciples 
should become diksd gurus. So far, 45 years 
after Srila Prabhupada's physical disappear- 
ance, the GBC has only allowed around 135 
out of the approximately 5,000-10,000 disci- 
ples Srila Prabhupada had to become "diksa 
gurus". Thus, given this state of affairs, pro- 
jecting forward it is likely that by the time all 
of these 5,000-10,000 disciples will have phys- 
ically disappeared, no more than 3% of "all" of 
Srila Prabhupada's disciples will have been al- 
lowed by the GBC to become diksd gurus. 

“Srila Prabhupada once asked the devo- 
tees, "How do you know Krsna is God?" They 
gave all the right sastric answers but he reject- 
ed all of them. Then a devotee said, "Because 
you can feel it," meaning you can feel His pres- 
ence through bhakti. Prabhupada said, ‘This 
is the real answer." This means, then, that the 
sastras are not the ultimate proof.” 

1) There is no such record of this conver- 
sation in the Srila Prabhupada Vedabase. One 
can "prove" anything if one simply claims 
"Prabhupada said". One can easily recognise 
when people are putting forward unsubstanti- 
ated "quotes", because no reference is provid- 
ed for the quote, just as has been done contin- 
ually in these statements. A reference for the 
quote cannot be provided because there is no 
record of Srila Prabhupada stating the quote. 

2) Srila Prabhupada stated that Sdstras are 
the proof for whether or not one is God: 

"It is not that anyone and everyone can 
become God without proof from Sastras.” 
(Cc., Adi-lila, 17.109) 

"Rtviks don't understand -or refuse to rec- 
ognize - the subjective nature of guru/disciple 
relationships. They despise the affection that 
disciples show to present day gurus. Thus, 
they despise the essence of Krsna conscious- 
ness, faith in guru, and guise such feelings in 
so called devotion to Prabhupada." 

1) If one actually reads BTP, one will see 
that there is no "despising" the affection for 
present day gurus by their disciples. Rather, 
we simply check if they are indeed bona fide 
gurus authorised by Srila Prabhupada, and if 
they are misleading their disciples by deviat- 
ing from Srila Prabhupada's teachings. In do- 
ing this, rather than despising their disciples 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be lateyeyeyy2 





in any way, we are helping them from being 
misled. 

2) It is claimed that the essence of Krsna 
consciousness is faith in guru, and that we try 
to hide our so-called "despising" via supposed 
"devotion to Prabhupada". But Srila Prabhu- 
pada is a guru. And we do preach faith in Srila 
Prabhupada. Thus, we are preaching "faith in 
guru". Therefore, it is a contradiction to claim 
that we are despising faith in guru by preach- 
ing faith in guru! 


Appreciation 


“Thanks for sending Back To Prabhupada 
through the post which is very enlighten- 
ing and exposes the truth. Without which we 
would be in the dark and confused.” 

- Ranjit Ghaotora, Nottingham, UK 

“Dear KK, 

All, all glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

| received BTP 67 today and read it imme- 
diately. 

| have such an inordinate amount of re- 
spect for all that you do and the fire that you 
have for re-establishing Srila Prabhupada as 
the root and centre of ISKCON. | am so very 
grateful that you appeared in our lives all 
those years ago and have continued to be a 
guiding voice for all these years. My gratitude 
to both you and Srila Prabhupada increas- 
es with each new issue, and | cannot express 
enough how in awe | am of how you single- 
handedly and determinedly fought to bring 
the guru hoax to light, man by man, discus- 
sion by discussion, when the whole establish- 
ment was against you. 

| am eternally in your and Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s debt. Thank you with all my heart and 
thank you for being the benchmark | measure 
all my arguments against when talking about 
Krishna consciousness. 

Your servant in the service of Srila Prabhu- 
pada,” 

- Gita Suchak, London, UK 

“Hare Krishna. Please accept my humble 
obeisance. | really appreciate your movement 
and the laudable tasks that you are doing.” 

- Shastri Dasa, Rose Belle, Mauritius 

“IRM-the movement that destroyed the 
guru hoax and their supporters, including so 
much more nonsense.” 

- Jairaj Singh, Durban, South Africa 

“Dear Krishnakant, 

Dandavats. All glories to Srila Prabhu- 
pada. Confirming receiving Back To Prabhu- 





pada magazine #67 on this auspicious Sat-tila 
Ekadasi. After chanting 25 rounds, starting my 
evening program listening to Bhagavad-gita As 
It Is class online, happened to click on "Churn- 
ing the Bhagavatam, The Monk's Podcast 95 
with Krsna Ksetra Maharaja" (KRKS). Listening 
for a couple of minutes, it was dry and feeling 
no potency (never heard of KRKS) so... decid- 
ed to start reading our potent Back To Prabhu- 
pada, |ssue 67, opening up and seeing the pic- 
ture of KRKS and reading "Using Authorisation 
for Deviation", you revealing the real nature 
of this GBC voted-in guru was mind-blowing. 
| was amazed, how the truth just appeared, 
only happens when you are connected to Srila 
Prabhupada. 

Next started to read "Who are the offend- 
ers". You are exposing that rascal JAS (HH 
Jayadvaita Swami) and the rest of the mis- 
leaders in ISKCON telling us the same ISKCON 
line "Vaishnava Aparadha" against us, again 
the truth appeared, very inspiring. When JAS 
speaks, is topsy-turvy for me, he says one thing 
you know it's the opposite. THANKS for send- 
ing the truth free, I'll pass it on. 

Your unworthy servant,” 

- Rathayatra Dasa, Bangalore, South India 

“Thank you very much for your work and 
posting this important information! 

Hare Krishnal!!” 

- Andrey Zadorozhnyuk, Krivoy Rog, Ukraine 

“Thank you for your seva. Hare Krishna!” 

- Suneal Guptaa, Maryland, USA 

“| and my 2 brothers were initiated by 
Bhavananda in the early 80s after becoming 
disillusioned with certain people and their ob- 
vious disregard for Prabhupada's instructions, 
we made our own way in life. 

| am very happy to have found your 
website (www.iskconirm.com) and to see 
your arguments. Many questions need to be 
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BTP Interactive (continued) 


\\ a 
Srila Prabhupada: 
ISKCON's living diksa guru 





asked and answers given about the manage- 
ment of ISKCON after Prabhupada left. 

Kind regards,” 

- Paul Jago, New South Wales, Australia 

“Please send me all your books for distribu- 
tion of the IRM message in Portugal.” 
- Victor Fernando, Sao Miguel, Portugal 

“The magazine, Back To Prabhupdda is 
unique in spreading Bhakti of Sri Prabhupada 
& ISKCON.” 

- Lingam Chetty Venugopal, Tirupati, India 

“I've been a member of ISKCON since 1984. 
I've been feeling very disillusioned about many 
things in ISKCON for quite some time. | start- 
ed reading articles on your website (www.isk- 
conirm.com) and everything makes perfect 
sense to me.” 

- Prananatha Dasa, Auckland, New Zealand 

“All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glo- 
ries to your service.” 

- Adam Torrisi, New South Wales, Australia 

“Hare Krishna, 

Thank you so much for your Mercy.” 

- Shiva Shankar, Gurgaon, India 

“The iskconirm website (www.iskconirm. 
com) is an invaluable treasure chest of infor- 
mation and the catalogs of defeats should 
open the eyes of any seeker of truth. 

We are a philosophical movement and we 
would always say that if someone presented a 
better argument, logic and reason we would 
accept it. So now many senior devotees have 
been defeated but instead of taking the hon- 
orable road they just ban anyone that doesn't 
fit their paradigm. It’s unfortunate that men 
claiming to be Brahmins cannot speak the 
truth, but then again this is Kali-yuga. Srila 
Prabhupada is as accessible today as he has 
ever been and serving him (vani) and pleasing 
him is the essence of this Krsna Consciousness 
movement. Go to iskconirm.com and look up 


the ‘catalogs of defeats’ and practically every 
single devotee in the movement that has chal- 
lenged Srila Prabhupada’s authority as current 
diksd guru is easily defeated.” 

- Krishna Bhakta Dasa, New York, USA 

“Thank you very much! All glories to your 
wonderful service!” 

- Laksmi Narayana Dasa, California, USA 

“Hare Krishna. Thank you for BTP, as it res- 
onates a lot as it is too uncomfortable to visit 
any of the ISKCON temples: there is no spiritu- 
al atmosphere at all in these temples. 

Kind regards,” 

- Tanya Galliara, Reading, UK 

“Thank you very much for your great ser- 
VICet 
-R.G, Dasa, Mayapur, India 

“Your messages did open my eyes. | am 
not an ISKCON fanatic anymore, thank you. 

Thank you for your wonderful work." 

- B. Eszter, Nograd, Hungary 

“Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

| joined ISKCON in the Czech Republic in 
1996 and took initiation from a GBC guru. 

We were connected very much with the 
Prague temple and we were kept in complete 
ignorance about the whole issue, as well as the 
majority of the devotees there. So | became 
aware of the whole guru hoax only after | dis- 
covered the internet, in particular your articles 
and The Final Order (TFO)... which happened 
only after we left for Spain in a motorhome in 
2001. We later settled in the Malaga Temple 
where we did service. 

Thank you very much for sending me reg- 
ularly BTP and all the other books for all these 
years, without expecting anything in return. 
Let Prabhupada's mercy stay with you forev- 
er!! You were an eye-opener for us, in as much 
as Srila Prabhupada was, and | think you to be 
his true representative and |am bowing down 
at your feet. Our happiness and enthusiasm in 
Krishna consciousness is growing and any mo- 
rose moments due to ignorance are sent to 
hell by your strong arguments and awesome 
logic and reason not to be found anywhere in 
any “anti-Rtvik" book. :) Mentally |am with you 
since many years, that is true. 

| read somewhere a quotation of some phi- 
losopher, that the serious truth-seeker must 
be ready to abandon whatever he had consid- 
ered as truth when he finds a superior truth. 
And | am very much indebted to you and all 
your staff at BTP for discovering the truth and 
preaching it freely and with the same boldness 


as Srila Prabhupada spoke against the cheaters 
and false swamis. Sometimes | am even wor- 
ried about your life, because you openly de- 
clared war to Maya in the guise of Krishna con- 
sciousness. So please take care, we need you 
to stay on guard. :) 

Please accept my humble obeisances, | 
bow down to your Great Service and by way of 
appreciation for the work you do, |am sending 
this poem below: 


Guru is dead, that's what they said 
Take up the credit on His instead 


Many of us have been cheated this way 
Engaged in quarrel and unfair play 


When gurus sway the Guru's way 
They only fall illusion's pray 


To help us decide what's wrong and right 
The Final Order has kindly arrived 


Once we were puzzled, morose, led astray 
Then we came back to Srila Prabhupada's way 


Big message of hope you have us brought 
Devotional creeper saved from drought 


Your mighty pen sharp as Arjuna's sword 
Defeating tyranny in the realm of thought 


You are our friend, disciple of Master 
Trying to fight the biggest disaster 


Sri Krishna's with you and your claim is right 
You woke up your brothers and began to fight 


Paving the way for the Golden Age 
Presenting the words of the Present Sage 


He reasons ill who says Guru is dead 
This simple formula you took up and spread 


Srila Prabhupada is the Current Link 
Under His guidance we dance and sing 


Dear Krishnakant prabhu all! want to say 
You brought us the truth on a golden tray 


The Unbroken Chain you hold very tight 
Making our future happy and bright 


Ohe Vaishnava, dear prabhu Krishnakant 
Fall into the ditch with you we can't 


Srila Prabhupada is living, you have proved 
Debauchees and crooks you have removed 


One Guru one God one Scripture one Song 
This is the essence, there is no wrong 


Thank you. 


Your servant,” 


- Gangarama Dasa, Valencia, Spain 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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In the same interview featured in the article 
on pages 4-5, GBC member Praghosa Dasa 
("PD") also offers a common plea regarding 
how we must all cooperate under the “gov- 
erning board” (GBC) that Srila Prabhupada es- 





both the GBC and the members of ISKCON 
must understand what the GBC is and what its 
powers are. All quotes in shaded boxes are tak- 
en from this aforementioned interview dated 
18/11/20. Emphases added. 


Topmost person 
"that’s the first clause ir 
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wouldn’t have done that." ib 3 

1) The first clause in Srila Prabhupada's Will 
only states that the GBC will be the "ultimate 
managing authority" for ISKCON. And this was 
effectively the position that the GBC already 
held even when Srila Prabhupada was physi- 
cally present and the guru of ISKCON: 

"The GBC (Governing Body Commis- 
sioned) has been established by His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu- 
pada to represent Him in carrying out the 
responsibility of managing the Internation- 
al Society for Krishna Consciousness [...] 
has been authorized by His Divine Grace to 
make necessary arrangements for carrying 
out these responsibilities of management." 
(Definition of GBC, GBC Resolution 1, 1975) 

Thus, actually nothing changed on Srila 
Prabhupada’s physical departure, since the 
Will merely stated that the system which was 
already in place, whereby the GBC was the ul- 
timate managing authority for ISKCON, on be- 
half of ISKCON's guru, Srila Prabhupada, would 
simply continue. 

2) "Ultimate managing authority" meant 
that the GBC accepts that Srila Prabhupada is 
the head of ISKCON, since it has no function 
other than executing his orders: 

"The GBC has no other function or pur- 
pose other than to execute the instructions 








so kindly given by His Divine Grace and pre- 
serve and spread his Teachings to the world 
in their pure form." 

(Definition of GBC, GBC Resolution 1, 1975) 

3) Hence, Srila Prabhupada's Will states 
that the guru (Srila Prabhupada), would remain 
the topmost person in ISKCON, through his in- 
strument of management, the GBC. 


No historical precedent 
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Prabhupada made for how ISKCON is to con- 
tinue to function in his physical absence are 
without historical precedence. This is a very 
important point. Because it means that conse- 
quently, ISKCON's leaders cannot claim histor- 
ical precedence as a reason to object to Srila 
Prabhupada arranging for himself to continue 
to function in his physical absence as ISKCON's 
diksG@ guru. It would be illogical, hypocritical 
and self-defeating to do so. Yet, this has always 
been one of their standard arguments. Eg.: 

"the problem with the Rtvik system is—in the 
past we never see a precedence of that practice." 
(Bhakti Charu Swami Q&A, Istagosthi, 8/6/00) 

2) As we noted in the previous section, by 
establishing a GBC, Srila Prabhupada did not 
change the system whereby a guru is head of 
his own organisation. Rather, by establishing 
the GBC, Srila Prabhupada ensured that this ar- 
rangement would continue in exactly the same 
way as when he was physically present, with 
no change. For the GBC exists only as a vessel 
to ensure Srila Prabhupada's instructions are 
executed. And by not appointing a successor 
guru to be the head of ISKCON, Srila Prabhu- 
pada merely cemented his position as the con- 
tinuing head of ISKCON. 

3) The GBC is not the "final authority" in 
ISKCON as PD claims-only the ultimate "man- 
aging" authority. A difference, which as we 
have noted above, is crucial since it means that 
the GBC exists merely to keep Srila Prabhupada 
as the head of ISKCON in exactly the same way 
as when he was physically present. 


Srila Prabhupada: He, not the GBC, is 
lalat-lircleidavolaia vane [Olau ita al-t-\e elas]. <G@))\| 
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whereby his role as the guru is "over-empha- 
sised", since the GBC is completely subordi- 
nate to him in all respects. In 1975, as the guru 
of ISKCON, he established the GBC as follows: 

"The GBC accepts as its life and soul His 
divine instructions and recognizes that it is 
completely dependent on His mercy in all 
respects." 

(Definition of GBC, GBC Resolution 1, 1975) 

2) PD fabricates that Srila Prabhupada 
"said" that gurus are not going to be the head 
of ISKCON. Srila Prabhupada never spoke of 
the GBC managing diksa gurus, period. Nor did 
he give any successor diks@ gurus to manage! 
The GBC has never produced orders from Srila 
Prabhupada wherein he gives the GBC the 
power to create diksa gurus, as the GBC cur- 
rently does. And, as we noted in the previous 
section, the GBC can only execute orders that 
Srila Prabhupada has given. 


Conclusion 


It is not disputed that the GBC was estab- 
lished to manage ISKCON. But PD is mistak- 
en regarding how they should do this or what 
they should be managing. The fact that there 
exists a GBC does not mean that: 

a) Srila Prabhupada created a new system 
whereby the diksa guru is de-emphasised. 

b) Or that there will exist successor diksa 
gurus that need to even be managed. 

c) Or that we no longer have an ISKCON 
with its guru on top, in exactly the same way 
we did, with no change, when Srila Prabhu- 
pada was physically present. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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Becoming Guru in ISKCON 


Gsc member and ISKCON Minister of Com- 
munications Anuttama Dasa (“AD”) gave 
an interview in which he explained the GBC's 
system for "creating" GBC gurus. All quotes in 
shaded boxes are taken from this interview 
published on 28/7/20. Emphases added. 


Everyone become guru 


Srila Prabhupada stated: 

“Therefore Caitanya Mahaprabhu... 
Yare dekha, tare kaha 'krsna'-upadesa: “You 
become guru. No qualification required. 
[...] Anyone can do it, even a child. [...] 
Three words: Krsna is the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead; surrender unto Him; and 
chant Hare Krsna. Your life will be success- 
ful. [...] Everyone can become guru by sim- 
ply teaching these three words.” 

(Room Conversation, 26/1/77) 

Srila Prabhupada makes it clear that Lord 
Caitanya's order for everyone to "become 
guru" requires one to have no qualification 
and thus even a child can do it, because it only 
requires one to simply state 3 things: Krsna is 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, surren- 
der unto Him, and chant Hare Krsna. These are 
the same basic preacher gurus, or simple siksa 
gurus, mentioned in the article on pages 4-5. 
Thus, since to become guru requires no qual- 
ification, such that even a child can do it very 
easily, one does not require special training to 
become such a guru. However, to be a GBC 
guru requires a special training program: 
“we've instituted training for people before 
they can become a guru [...] we create sys- 
tems to lift up those people and help them in 
their service and help them perform that ser- 
vice for their guru. [...] when they ibe pub: 
lic] hear that they go ‘Wow. Actually I've nev- 
er heard of an organization with gurus that has 
training for gurus.’” 

Thus, the GBC is not creating the gurus 
Srila Prabhupada actually ordered, which re- 
quire no qualification, never mind a special 
guru training program. 


Not bona fide diksa gurus 


Rather, this training program is supposedly 
for creating diksa gurus —or those who initiate 
disciples and take responsibility for delivering 
them back to Godhead ~as successors to take 
Srila Prabhupada's position as ISKCON's diksa 
guru. However, Srila Prabhupada never gave 
any orders for such a guru. 

Under the GBC’s guru system, "technically" 


someone who could be an "idiot" can become 
a guru, and the gurus can make mistakes be- 
cause they have "flaws": 

"technically | could become a diksa guru [...] 
people might come up and say ‘he's an idiot, 
don't let him do it’, but technically there's no 
barrier [...] that doesn't mean because | start 
being a guru tomorrow I’m perfect in the sense 
I'm never going to do anything wrong. You 
know, I’m a human being, I’ve got flaws [...]” 

However, Srila Prabhupada teaches that 
a bona fide diksa guru must be liberated and 
does not commit mistakes: 

"Because the bound cannot help the 
bound, the rescuer must be liberated. 
Therefore, only Lord Krsna, or His bona fide 
representative the spiritual master, can re- 


lease the conditioned soul." 





(Bg., 7.14, purport) 

"Srimad-Bhagavatam, which is without 
trace of mistake, illusion, cheating and im- 
perfection, which are the four flaws of all 
conditioned souls. The liberated souls are 
above these flaws [...]" 

(SB, 1.3.24, purport) 


Need to protect GBC gurus 


“We say well, yeah, because guru is meant to 
be as good as God [. “Ar th ame time 
we need to have checks and balances and 
we need to have systems ‘in place to protect 
our leaders. Like bra nmacari ...] That doesn't 
mean we don't have systems in place to make 
sure the brahmacaris go to mangala-arati [...]" 

Echoing the points just made, AD accepts 
that the diksa guru is meant to be "as good as 
God". However, AD then goes on to justify the 
GBC's guru training program by comparing the 
GBC gurus to regular brahmacaris, who need 
systems in place to make sure they "go to man- 
gala-arati", and thus the GBC gurus also need 
"checks and balances" and "systems" to "pro- 
tect" them. But brahmacaris are not meant to 
be "as good as God", whilst real diks@ gurus, 
because they are "as good as God", do not re- 
quire to be supervised to be protected: 

"An authorized spiritual master is as 
good as Hari, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. If Hari is free to act as He likes, the 
empowered spiritual master is also free. As 
Hari is not subject to the criticism of mun- 
dane rules and regulations, the spiritual 
master empowered by Him is also not sub- 
jected." 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 10.136) 


Srila Prabhupada (R): 
Flawless, as good as God diksa guru 
Anuttama Dasa (L): 

‘Even an "idiot" can be a GBC diksd@ guru’ 





Need to protect disciple 


Therefore, due to these flawed GBC gurus, 
there is a corresponding training program for 
the would-be disciples of the GBC gurus, and 
one part of the training program deals with 
what to do if the guru "has a difficulty": 

"we even talk about what to do if your guru 
has a difficulty. We're open about these things" 

The interviewer asks how there can even 
be a need to "train" a guru when the guru is 
supposed to be an "enlightened person". AD 
explains that the training program is required 
to try to rein in potential false gurus because: 
"disciples and followers have just had their 
hearts broken and their spiritual life crushed, 
and they go away faithless. So, you know, it's 
Kali-yuga, we have to protect people, protect 
their faith.” 

Thus, AD is stating that the GBC is support- 
ing a situation whereby fallible gurus are al- 
lowed to run rampant at the risk of crushing 
people’s spiritual lives, and this “guru train- 
ing” is an attempt to try to protect people from 
these wobbly “Kali-yuga” gurus. 


Conclusion 


The GBC's "guru training" program to cre- 
ate diksd guru successors to Srila Prabhupada 
is not authorised. Nor is it even based on the 
concept of a bona fide diksa guru. Rather, it is 
based on the idea that ISKCON's GBC guru sys- 
tem enables one to pretend to be "as good as 
God" without actually needing to be on this 
level, and therefore training and supervision is 
required to help pull off this fraud. 

One could of course instead just accept 
Srila Prabhupada as one's diks@ guru, since he 
actually is "as good as God", and it was what he 
ordered should happen in ISKCON. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Quotes, Notes & News (QNN) 


The 40% Guru 


In the first article on page 3, we saw GBC 
voted-in guru Ravindra Svarupa Dasa cor- 
rectly explain that in ISKCON: 

a) Everyone must worship Srila Prabhu- 
pada every morning as the diksa@ guru during 
guru-puja. 

b) That part of that worship is a desire to 
only have Srila Prabhupada's words in our 
hearts and minds. 

However, GBC voted-in guru, HH Sivara- 
ma Swami ("SRS"), states: 

"in what quantity should a devotee listen to 
Srila Prabhupaada, his spiritual master and other 
devotees?' Now | can’t give you a Sastric answer 
for this in terms of quantity, I'll give you a rea- 
sonable speculation [...] | suggested 40% Srila 
Prabhupdada, 40% guru, 20% other." 

(SRS podcast, 20/10/20) 

Thus, according to SRS, in terms of the 
words one listens to, Srila Prabhupada's words 
should occupy only 40% of the space in our 
hearts and minds, while the majority of the 
words listened to should be from others. 

Hence, SRS is effectively proposing that in 
the morning everyone in ISKCON must declare 
during guru-pija to Srila Prabhupada that they 
promise to only let his words reside in their 
hearts and minds, and then spend the rest of 
the day deviating from that instruction! 

This also shows how in practice the 
ISKCON guru system is leading to a minimisa- 
tion of Srila Prabhupada, with GBC gurus push- 
ing for him to be relegated to being a minori- 
ty figure even in terms of whom the devotees 
listen to. This supports an important point 
made in the article on pages 4-5, wherein GBC 
member Praghosa Dasa complains that the 
GBC gurus are blocking Srila Prabhupada from 
being much more prominent in the lives of 
the disciples of the GBC gurus. And that Srila 
Prabhupada therefore needs to be the "moon" 
while the GBC diks@ gurus must just be little 
stars. We can see here how Praghosa's point 
has been proven by SRS. Never mind being a 
moon compared to the GBC guru "stars", SRS is 
proposing that Srila Prabhupada is not even a 
star to match all the other GBC gurus and oth- 
er "stars" in ISKCON who in total will be 20% 
greater than Srila Prabhupada. 

Thus, as we stated in that article, there can 
be no solution other than eliminating these ri- 
val GBC diksda gurus to Srila Prabhupada. Only 
then will Srila Prabhupada truly be able to 
shine as the only "moon" in ISKCON. As long 


as the GBC diksa@ gurus exist in ISKCON, not 
only will the philosophy demand that they be 
treated by their disciples "as good as God" and 
therefore be the "be all and end all" in disci- 
ples' lives, but as we see here from the preach- 
ing of SRS: the GBC diksa@ gurus will themselves 
keep preaching to keep themselves at the very 
least on a "par" with Srila Prabhupada. 


Banking on Srila Prabhupada 


GBC voted-in guru HH Jayadvaita Swa- 
mi (“JAS”) was asked how, if one has suffered 
through having a false GBC guru, one builds 
trust again in another one. JAS replied: 

“Well, like doctors or banks or anything else, 
people get on with it. [...] Banks fail and people 
go to other banks. So many other things disap- 
point us [...] our doctor turns out to be a scoun- 
drel so we find another doctor. That's the world.” 
(Interview, “Sinner to Saint”, 12/6/20) 

This analogy comparing a "good as God" 
diks@ guru to a mundane bank that could fail 
leading to one losing all of one's money, actu- 
ally means that: 

1) Finding a guru in ISKCON is a matter of 
"Russian Roulette". You take a gamble eve- 
ry time you take an ISKCON GBC guru. Srila 
Prabhupada spoke about false gurus who 
cheat the public but he never stated that this 
should also be the system in ISKCON! Instead 
of failing and just trying again, one could in- 
stead just get it right the first time by accept- 
ing Srila Prabhupada as one's guru from the 
start, just as Srila Prabhupada ordered. 

2) Similarly if your bank fails, you obviously 
then want to make sure you get one which will 
not fail. One could choose a new bank author- 
ised by the same group that authorised your 
previous failed bank. Or choose a bank that is 
guaranteed to never fail. Srila Prabhupada is 
the guaranteed perfect choice for a guru. 





BTP Update 


In BTP 59 article “Preaching About Krsna”, 
we reported on GBC voted-in guru HH Si- 
varama Swami (“SRS”)’s “ 
od of preaching, whereby he published vlogs 
of himself preaching about various mundane 
subject matters such as vegetarianism, plas- 
tics, guns, etc., without mention of Krsna, and 
we showed how Srila Prabhupada was against 
such preaching. SRS has now attempted to de- 
fend this unauthorised preaching method of 
his in a podcast published on his website on 
19/12/20. SRS argues: 


non-Krsna” meth- 


Sivarama Swami (L): 
Mitaliaaletiatemsiaitcmmrclolaleleclelen eyaelelr7a 
Jayadvaita Swami (R): Compares GBC 
folUlgUbmuom reli (are M ey-1a) «we lave me Ul-(el.ace (ele Col k 





with 
s to 
come close to the Bible or Christianity, what 
does Prabhupada start talking about? Says 
though shalt not kill. Why do you eat meat? 
[...] Everywhere throughout Prabhupada’s 
teachings and | bhupada talks 
about the importance of a vegetarian lifestyle, 
in Bhagavad-gita [...] Srimad-Bhagavatam |...] 
we talk about these things because they’re rel- 
evant to Krishna consciousness [...]” ” 

However, even in conversations with 
Christians and those related to the Bible, Srila 
Prabhupada did not preach about vegetarian- 
ism in isolation of Krsna. For example, even in 
the famous conversation with Cardinal Danie- 
lou that appears in The Science of Self-Realiza- 
tion, Srila Prabhupada ties everything to Krsna: 

“In preaching Krsna consciousness we 
ask people not to eat any kind of meat, and 
my disciples strictly follow this principle. 
[...] Krsna says, patram puspam phalam toy- 
am [...] Our Bhagavad-gita [14.4] says sar- 
va-yonisu, "In all species of life the soul ex- 
ists." [...] Now either you accept Krsna's 
teachings...” 

Not to speak of in the actual Bhagavad- 
gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, wherein Srila 
Prabhupada preaches about Krsna constantly. 





But in the B7P 59 article mentioned above, we 
showed how SRS did not make his preaching 
relevant to Krsna consciousness, since there 
was no mention of Krsna! 

Srila Prabhupada taught that we must 
be vegetarian, but he did not authorise us to 
preach about vegetarianism (or other mun- 
dane subjects) in isolation, neither did he ever 
do so himself, as SRS has done. Thus, SRS’s ar- 
guments attempting to defend his unauthor- 
ised preaching are invalid. 








Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 












GBC's Promotion of "Rtvikism" Summarised 


GBC Position 


Take GBC guru 


| 


GBC guru may not be a bona fide guru 
who will provide guaranteed 
permanent shelter and spiritual progress 


| 


Exposed as fraud 


| 


Not an issue; 
Accept same position as the IRM 


IRM Position 


GBC guru not needed 


| 


Srila Prabhupada 
provides guaranteed shelter 


Srila Prabhupada enables one 
to make spiritual progress 
and takes one back to Godhead 


1) In the articles on the previous two pages—"Becoming Guru in ISKCON" and "Banking on Srila Prabhupada" —it was acknowledged that the 
guru system in ISKCON can basically be seen as a great guru experiment. It is accepted that the GBC gurus are very fallible, and there is no guar- 
antee in regards to what they may end up doing. Thus, many GBC gurus have "fallen" in the past, and they will continue to fall. And in previous is- 
sues we have highlighted how, after one of their GBC gurus has to be removed from their position as guru, the GBC is suddenly very happy to em- 
brace the IRM’s position that we are connected to Srila Prabhupada as our guru, and he alone is all we need as a guru to take us back to Godhead. 
For example, please see the B7P 66 article, "GBC Promotes Rtvikism". 

2) A recent example is that in November of last year, the ISKCON co-GBC Zonal Secretaries for South Africa and the South African National 
Council released a statement about GBC voted-in guru HG Nanda Kumar Prabhu as follows: 

“It is with deep regret that we inform you that Nanda Kumar Prabhu has recently resigned from his services as an initiating guru in ISKCON. The GBC 
Zonal Secretaries for South Africa [...] have determined the reasons for his resignation and his ineligibility to serve as a spiritual master [...] he is commit- 
ted to pursuing a relationship with one of his female disciples. Naturally we are deeply disappointed that Nanda Kumar Prabhu has succumbed to this.” 
(7/11/20) 

3) However, the letter concludes that the disciples of Nanda Kumar Prabhu need not worry, since: "Please be assured of your eternal shelter and 
solace in Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON. Therein you will find [...] the shelter of Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet.” 

Thus, again when the GBC’s voted-in guru system is exposed for the fraud that it is, the GBC once again defaults to the position that the IRM 
has been advocating all along, namely that one can still continue spiritually without hindrance via “the shelter of Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet", 
and a GBC diksa guru is not necessary. 

4) Given how the GBC's embrace of "Rtvikism" is becoming a regular occurrence, we have summarised the situation in the diagram above. "Rt- 
vikism" is the term the GBC uses to label the IRM's position that Srila Prabhupada alone can act as the diksd guru for ISKCON by taking us back to 
Godhead, and thus a "living" GBC voted-in guru is not required instead. The statements made in the boxes under the "IRM Position" above are tak- 
en from various GBC pronouncements that were made after their gurus stopped acting as GBC gurus. 
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